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LEGAL AID & HOPE FOR UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN IN TIMES OF EPIDEMIC
Mytilene, Lesvos, March 3rd, 2020 -- The estimated number of Unaccompanied
Children (UASC) currently in Greece is 5424 according to EKKA. Of this number, only
1563 live in secure long term accommodation facilities (National Center for Social
Solidarity / 15.2.2020). Today around 900 unaccompanied children live in Moria camp
alone, and 400 currently live in the overcrowded areas for minors inside the camps.
Over 500 children have been living for months, in deplorable living conditions in the
adjacent olive groves in desperate need of shelter. Without safe shelter, children
sleep on the outskirts of the camp and are exposed to life threatening dangers, with
limited access to medical and legal aid. EU leaders are aware of this situation, but
instead have chosen to allow a children's’ rights disaster unfold on their home soil,
by refusing to take in a few hundred children looking for a safe home.
On the verge of a coronavirus epidemic we must continue to push for the
immediate decompression of the islands and hotspots. Support petitions and write
to your local authorities. We should act now and stop prolonging the stay of
thousands of children in hostile, unhygienic and toxic environments. German
officials announced, on March 9th, that the country is prepared to take in "an
appropriate share" of the neediest refugee children housed in overcrowded Greek
migrant camps, as part of “a coalition of the willing" to be made up of other EU
countries. The chair of Germany's ruling CDU party, Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer,
said that France could also possibly join the ‘coalition of the willing'. While this is to
be celebrated, we anxiously await an actual timeline with a concrete framework for
the relocation of these children. They cannot be forgotten. This is the time to push
for our countries to fulfil their moral duty towards one of the world's most
vulnerable groups, and more EU countries should join in this effort. We must not let
them be forgotten behind the fences of Moria.Further on, we hope that this coalition
can bring attention and changes to the process and criteria for family reunification.
Currently on Lesvos over 250 children qualify for family reunification, however
reunification procedures are slow and unrealistic. These procedures have human
consequences, as they currently determine when a child will see their parent or a
loved one again, after years of suffering and separation.
‘Often children are provided with false information by smugglers. As a result, they are not
aware of their right to legal support, to apply for asylum, their right to a safe shelter and
their right to family reunification. Some of them are, however children, especially those
that are not living in a safe facility, so as to have the support of a lawyer or a social
worker, are left alone to navigate this complicated family reunification system. This is an
almost impossible task and children are often not able to meet deadlines, gather or
submit the necessary documentation to the authorities.’ Nandina Tsekeri, founder of
Defence for Children Greece.

From December 2019, DCI and Better Days have taken on more than 68 critical
family reunification cases of Unaccompanied Minors.
‘Without this intervention, children would lose the opportunity to be with their
loved ones. We believe that in this instance we need to understand that hope is as
important to these kids as food and water is. What we provide through our
emergency response both through Themida & at our school Gekko Kids, is a space
where they feel seen, heard and cared for. Otherwise they give up. Out of the 700
unaccompanied children we have interviewed in the past few months, over 80% have
asked to go to ‘school’ first, and then whether we can help them go to their family in
Europe’,
Elena Moustaka, Managing Director of Better Days.
Following the announcement of the Asylum office in Moria to suspend operations
until the 10th of April we must remain conscious of the critical need to accelerate
the pace of assessment for reunification cases who should be immediately reunited
with their family members and facilitate for partial decompression of the hotspots.
Better Days designs humanitarian interventions and programs that are innovative
for the field; challenging traditional notions of emergency education and devictimizing the distribution of aid to affected communities. Furthermore, we
continue to respond in emergencies on Lesvos, with particular focus on the
identification of unaccompanied children at risk, deprived of basic aid, legal support
and shelter. Whether we are doing emergency response or quality education, we
continue to emphasize in the importance of 'space' as a fundamental basis of
allowing for healing, transformative education, the essence of participatory practices
and the collateral impact of individual flourishing within displaced communities on
the move.
To support our work in legal intervention and aid for unaccompanied minors
please donate at: https://www.globalgiving.org/donate/74007/better-days-greece/
Some of the petitions online:
https://www.schutz-fuer-kinder-auf-der-flucht.ch/
http://chng.it/YgqSZxkBcM
http://chng.it/HM5BjRhSNR
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